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PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
THE WEEK THAT WAS…
This week Charlotte Mason College
is focussing on kindness, in our
Monday morning school assembly,
during our morning staff devotion
and prayer time, over lunch break
conversations, today at activity day devotion and I
pray amongst our students in class. We are learning
about and working to apply Kindness to one another.
A short devotion in ‘Our Daily Bread’ this week said
The command to be kind to others is embedded in
the Law that God gave the Jews fresh out of Egypt.
God told them, “Do not seek revenge or bear a
grudge against anyone among your people but love
your neighbour as yourself. I am the Lord” (Lev.
19:18). Today, Christ followers are to “be kind and
compassionate to one another” (Eph. 4:32). And the
reason we are to show kindness has not changed: It
is because of who God is and what He has done for
us. We are to “follow God’s example,… and walk in
the way of love” (Eph. 5:1-2)
This gem of truth then reminded me of Jesus in
Matthew speaking of ‘the greatest’ commandments,
36

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in
the Law?” 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love

your neighbour as yourself.’40 All the Law and the
Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
To love one another we must be kind to one another. I
have challenged our College – all of our students & staff
to engage in random acts of kindness towards each
other this week. A smile, an invite to join a game,
compliments, encouragement, a listening ear and an
empathetic heart. If you have a DE student that is
actively pursuing kindness this week, please have them
send me an email so that I can read all about it. My email
address is Steph.mcgill@cmc.qld.edu.au
One specific area we discussed regarding kindness, with
the OC and FL students this week was friendships and
social media. We talked about what makes a real friend
and that just because someone has ‘friended’ you on
social media does not mean they are a friend and
sometimes not even a safe person. We talked about
kindness on the internet being just as important as
kindness face to face.
Last Activity Day, we had the Dad’s Panel. Incredible
wisdom and insight for the students was shared by our
four ‘victims’, oops ‘participants’. And all in all, some
really terrible Dad’s jokes. Thank to Troy Beer, Guy
Douglas, Maurice Fischer and Daniel Campbell for
participating in the challenge and sharing your life with
us. Have a brilliant week. Welcome to all our newly
enrolled students!
Blessings

Stephanie McGill
Acting Principal

One of our College families came to see me a
couple of weeks ago. The Lord had laid on their
daughters’ heart to have a day dedicated to prayer
and fasting for CMC and the upcoming audit.
Monday 4th June is the day our paperwork for
Audit is due. If you feel led to pray and/or fast this
day for the college, staff, students and audit, this is
the day! Please flick us an email and let us know as
the unity, grace and joy of knowing our families are
participating in this and calling out to God on our
behalf is very encouraging.

Karen McNeice
Curriculum Manager & Advisor
When our fourth child was born
we sold our home in the suburbs
of Brisbane’s west and moved to
the country. Simultaneously we
launched into home educating.
That first year was a series of
major adjustments, tears, frustrations, bewilderment
and sheer exhaustion along with the occasional
brilliant moments -as I tried to work out what we
were really trying to achieve by educating our own
children. I’m certain some of you can relate.
Somewhere in our second year I visited a group of
families and was approached by a mum (a stranger)
who handed me a curriculum believing it was God
who told her to give it to me. Strangely, I had been
praying all week for a solution to several curriculum
issues. Being a new home educator and with no
internet or google I didn’t know where to look.
Through this curriculum I was introduced to the
Charlotte Mason philosophy & method. That was 28
years ago.

During the last year of educating my youngest I
completed my degree in liberal arts. I pulled together
every history subject available to form my major and
included philosophy, literature and theology. I have used
every bit of this course with students to this day. Now
why would a parent do this to herself when she could be
free to join others for coffee, join a gym, etc? The bonus
of teaching my own children for all those years was that
I received a rich education as well. I became a student
along with my children. I caught a love of learning. All of
my academic skills were stretched and consolidated.
Even Maths. I truly miss those days learning along with
my children.
In 2007, just when the end of our family’s home
education was in view, Bruce asked me if I would teach
other people’s children. Eleven years later I am still
involved in the College but now I am curriculum
manager/advisor.
As you collect pieces of assessment to hand in for the
end of semester 1 report, consider to what extent you
have understood and embraced the Charlotte Mason
method and practiced it with your children. Investing in
your own understanding of the CM method and
educational philosophy will add a whole new depth to
your children’s education. Do you need to re-visit For the
Children’s Sake or When Children Love to Learn? Better
still, could you make time to sit at Charlotte Mason’s feet
and read through her classic Home Education? Lifelong
learning was one of Charlotte Mason’s most passionate
concerns for teachers, students and parents.
A quick praise point – Karen is now out of Hospital and
back at home recuperating. She is still fighting a nasty
virus and we would love it if you could continue to keep
her in your prayers at this time. Please also continue to
send your emails to reception instead of Karen directly
so as she is able to get the rest that is necessary to get
well. Karen we are all so very pleased to have you back!

“Kindness is love,
showing itself in act
and word, look and
manner.”

DISTANCE EDUCATION
STUDENTS ONLY

CMC has begun the process of preparing your
work sample /assessment feedback for
Semester 1 reports 2018.
Please begin sending in your work samples if
you haven’t done so as yet. All work samples for
Term 1 and Term 2 will need to be at the College
at the absolute latest by Friday 22nd June 2018
for you to receive a Semester 1 Feedback
Report.
One sample for each subject studied per term is
the work sample requirement. Send in the work
samples that best depict your hard work.
Please contact Reception if you are needing a
copy of the Assessment, Work sample and
Record Keeping Fact Sheet.

“There are always two ways of understanding other
people’s words, acts, and motives; and human nature is
so contradictory that both ways may be equally right;
the difference is in the construction we put upon other
people’s thoughts. If we think kindly of another’s
thoughts—think, for example, that an ungentle action or
word may arise from a little clumsiness and not from lack
of kindness of heart—we shall probably be right and be
no more than fair to the person concerned. But,
supposing we are wrong, our kind construction will have
a double effect. It will, quicker than any reproof, convict
our neighbour of his unkindness, and it will stir up in him
the pleasant feelings for which we have already given
him credit” (Vol. 4, Book 1, pp. 101, 102).
2. Teach your child not to assume that others will laugh
at him for being kind.
“Of all the causes of unhappiness, perhaps few bring
about more distress in the world than the habit, which
even good people allow themselves in, of putting an
ungentle construction upon the ways and words of the
people they live with. This habit has another bad effect,
especially upon young people, who are greatly
influenced by the opinion of their fellows. They think Soand-so will laugh at them for doing a certain obliging
action, so they refrain from following the good impulses
of a good heart. Kindness, which is simple thinks none of
these things, nor does it put evil constructions upon the
thoughts that others may think in the given
circumstances. ‘Be ye kind one to another’ is not an easy
precept, but—
3. Encourage your child to defend another’s character,
even in that person’s absence, rather than malign him
behind his back.

CHARLOTTE MASON
HABIT TRAINING
Charlotte’s Thoughts on Kindness
1. Encourage your child to think the best of
other people.

“His love of justice shows in the demand for ‘fair play’ for
others now; he will not hear others spoken ill of in their
absence, will not assign unworthy motives, or accuse
another easily of unworthy conduct; he is just to the
conduct, the character, the reputation of others. He puts
himself involuntarily in the place of the other, and judges
as he would be judged.
4. Help siblings respond kindly to each other, even when
faced with a brother’s temper or personal injury.
“His benevolence, again, his kindness, will reach, not
only to the distresses of others, but will show itself in
forbearance towards tiresome tempers, in

magnanimity in the forgiveness of injuries” (Vol. 5, p.
208).
5. Motivate your child with the idea that he might
hold the happiness of others in his hands.
“His habits of kind and friendly behaviour will, by
degrees, develop into principles of action; until at last
his character is established, and he comes to be
known as a just and virtuous man. Towards this great
result the parents can do little more than keep the
channels open and direct the streams; they draw the
attention of their son to the needs and claims of
others and point out to him from time to time the
ways in which he holds the happiness of others in his
hands” (Vol. 5, p. 208).
6. Be careful what messages your child receives from
outside influences that would encourage
selfishness.
“It is needless to say how a selfish or worldly maxim
thrown in—‘Take care of yourself,’ ‘Look after your
own interests,’ ‘Give tit for tat,’—may obstruct the
channel or choke the spring” (Vol. 5, p. 208). (Laying
Down the Rails simplycharlottemason.com.au)

Questions to Ask about Kindness
• Am I encouraging my child to think the best of other
people?
• Is my child learning not to assume that others will
laugh at him for his kindness?
• Is my child progressing in defending and protecting
other people’s good character in their absence?
• Am I helping my child to respond kindly to siblings or
others with tiresome tempers?
• Is my child learning to respond kindly even when
injured by another?
• Is my child inspired by the idea of making others
happy by showing kindness?
• Is my child receiving selfish messages from any
outside influences? If so, how can I counteract those
selfish messages with messages of kindness?

CREATION RESEARCH
FIELD DAY

All CMC Families are invited to
attend

Friday 15th June 2018
9:30 – 2:30

Starts at Dinmore and ends
at Mt. Tarampa

$20 pp or $45 per family

Parents will need to attend with their
REHEARSAL SCHEDULE IN MAY
Monday Rehearsals 1:15-2:30 – CMC Campus
Thursday Rehearsals 1:15 – 2:30 – CMC Campus

students

OC & FL students please RSVP your
interest in attending with your child.
ASAP & DE

students book directly via

0488740407

Please make sure that if your child is attending or planning
on attending our activity days that you have read and filled
out these forms:
o
o
o
o
o

CMC HIGH SCHOOL CAMP
Camp is for all students from Grade 7 to Grade 12,
Distance Education, Flexible Arrangements and On
Campus. Please let reception know if you are
interested in coming as places are limited.
We are booked into 3-day 2-night camp. Wednesday
8th to Friday 10th August. Costs for camp are $267.30
per student attending. Please see costs below:

We are looking for expressions of interest to attend
this camp from our High School Students – OnCampus, Distance Education and Flexible Learning. If
your child is interested in attending this camp please
email reception@cmc.qld.edu.au and advise your
child’s full name, age and state your interest in
attending.
Camp payment is due in 9 weeks. Full payment due
by 10th August 2018. If you wanted to pay these camp
fees off over the next 9 weeks please contact Iain in
the accounts dept on accounts@cmc.qld.edu.au and
advise Iain that this is what you would like to do.
Check out the great adventures at camp on
www.emugully.com.au

Activity Day runs at CMC campus each Thursday this
term. Last week very important letters regarding safety
and permissions went home with families that attend.

Media Permissions Form
Medical & Emergency Form
Participation Agreement
CMC Code of Conduct (read only)
Activity Day Information Note (read only)

For Students aged: 5-10 yrs. - To keep our activity day free
to all enrolled families at CMC it has become necessary to
request that parents of younger students stay and help
supervise or nominate another adult to stay and help
supervise. We value our students highly at CMC and their
safety is of the utmost importance to us. I am aware that
some parents may have difficulty with this. Being a brandnew school, we are just finding our feet in different areas
and changes are inevitable to continue to grow and
develop.
Some suggestions are that you could get together with
another 3 families and roster yourselves to come and
supervise each week rotationally. One adult to approx. 10
students. This would mean that you would only need to
attend one week a month. If you are interested in doing this
and are yet to get to know the other families, please send
us an email and we will try to help.
For Students aged: 11-17 yrs. - Please remember that if
your student / or any of your children are under 16yrs age
then you need to sign them in and out each week. If your
student is 16 -18 they are able to sign themselves in and
out but need a letter advising the College that that is what
you would like them to do.
Activity Day begins at 8:45am and you are encouraged to
arrive from 8:30, sign in, grab notices & newsletter, mingle
and stay for a cuppa if you would like.
We finish at 3pm. Students will be kept in the grounds with
teachers until you come into the Activity Day room and sign
them out.
Please do not forget hats, sunscreen and water bottles.

LOST PROPERTY
There is a massive amount of lost property,
don’t forget to check it as any left behind in
the holidays at terms end will be donated
to goodwill as we do not have the room to
store it all.

James and Makiah exhausted after a big run.

Activity Day 24 /05/2018
Dads Panel

Activity Day 17/05/2018
The ‘very’ high ropes.
Teamwork!

Thanks to Mr Beer, Mr Fischer, Mr Campbell, Mr
Douglas and Mr Heemskerk for participating.
On Campus 29/05/2018
Learning to knit with Ms James mum – Janet James.

Mr Guy Douglas receiving his participation certificate
and prize.
On Campus – Primary School! Working hard.

We teach our students that we can show this Love in
action to ourselves and others through our school rules
• Be Respectful
• Be Responsible
• Be Safe

Bullying Prevention Policy
Charlotte Mason College is dedicated to the health
and safety of your child. Each week we will focus on
a CMC Safety Policy and Health Policy of the College.
You should report your concerns to the Principal or
to any other member of school staff.
Bullying is defined as repeated oppression,
psychological or physical, of a less powerful person or
group by a more powerful person or group. It may be
manifested in many ways e.g. harassment (verbal,
sexual or psychological), victimisation, alienation,
coercion, intimidation, exclusion, ostracism,
discrimination. Bullying results in hurt, fear, loss of
self-esteem and decreased social effectiveness for
the victim.
In any form, bullying is not acceptable behaviour at
Charlotte Mason College. Bullying behaviour is
entirely contrary to the Christian ethos of the
College. At Charlotte Mason College, we have an
expectation that everyone will be treated with
respect. Everyone should feel safe and valued and
know they belong, and it is everyone’s responsibility
to ensure that this happens. Our proactive response
to Bullying is to teach, train and emulate the Loves at
CMC.
At CMC we want to lead others to the Hope and Love
of Christ through the 5 loves.
•
•
•
•
•

Love of Person
Love of Others
Love of Creation
Love of Purpose
Love of Learning

We work to…
a) Develop a safe environment for the entire school
population.
b) inform staff and students about how to recognise
bullying behaviour
c) develop and maintain a commitment to conflict
management and dispute resolution
d) inform the broader school community of the school
policy on bullying.
We also have in place a Reactive Procedure if it does
occur…
At CMC we
a) provide a system of reporting and recording specific
incidents of bullying
b) develop a means of classifying the seriousness of the
incident
c) have in place response mechanisms which provide
prompt support for the victims and perpetrators
d) where the incident involves a student, inform the
student's parents of the incident in an appropriate
manner
e) refer to outside specialist support where needed
We look to address Bullying through these practical
steps…
a) staff, students and parents to support the bullying
prevention policy
b) teachers to discuss the problem with students in the
classroom
c) determine action to be taken with bullies and also
those who are victims (punitive measures for bullies
and Pastoral Care for bullies as well as victims and
other students)
d) work constructively with parents on matters that
concern their children.
Our staff have been trained and are aware of…
a) the nature of bullying
b) how to recognise instances of bullying
c) how to respond when bullying behaviour is noticed
or reported.

Staff will work hard to stop any instances of bullying,
particularly if the bullying presents an immediate
threat to the victim's safety. If a staff member's
authority alone is insufficient to halt the bullying
action, the backup of other staff will be sought, or the
police, if necessary. All instances of bullying will be
reported to a teacher or the Principal, who will
determine the appropriate response and whether
follow-up action is necessary. When a bullying
incident occurs, a response appropriate to the nature
and severity of the incident must occur.

will alert the staff to a trouble spot or a bullying incident
3. Offer support to the student being bullied. Make
suggestions about handling it. Encourage him or her to
get help through an adult, his or her family or a teacher.

A relatively minor, isolated incident of bullying won’t
be ignored but may be dealt with on a one-off basis.
Other incidents will require intervention on a longerterm basis. Extreme cases may require full formal
reporting, possibly to outside persons or agencies
such as the police or social services. They may also
result in suspension or exclusion of a student from
the College.

ON CAMPUS & ACTIVITY DAY
HEALTH INFORMATION

Responsibilities
What I can do if I am being bullied:
• Show that it doesn’t upset you. The bully is then not
encouraged and may stop.
• With a friend, confront the person bullying you.
Tell them that the actions are unwanted or illegal.
Remind them that the College has a policy against
bullying. Be assertive, state “leave me alone”.
• Do not retaliate with physical or verbal aggression.
• Talk it over openly with your friends, parents/
guardians or colleagues. They can help you make a
decision.
• Talk it over with an older student – a Senior Leader,
Student Ambassador, your Home Class Teacher or an
older friend.
• Report the matter to any adult in the College. It is
important that you allow them to take action to stop
the bullying.
• Go to your Teacher or Principal. The most
important thing to remember is that if you or
someone else is being bullied, tell someone – this is
reporting abuse, not “dobbing”.
Students who witness bullying should:
1. Take action as the bullying occurs by saying “Leave
him or her alone”.
2. Report the incident to a member of staff as soon
as you can. It is okay to ask for privacy and
confidentiality, or to make an anonymous report that

Students have three responsibilities in this area:
1. To tell if they were being bullied or they see someone
else being bullied – both at school and on the way to and
from school.
2. To help someone who is being bullied.
3. Not to bully others.

Sick students
If students are sick it is advisable to keep them at home.
Parents will be contacted by the school to collect
students who exhibit signs of illness during the day.
First aid
First Aid may be provided at school. In the cases of
serious injury or illness parents will be requested to take
students to a doctor or to hospital by ambulance if
necessary. Where there is an emergency, the school will
arrange for an ambulance to attend the scene, and if
necessary the ambulance will take the student to
hospital.
Medication
If children are ill enough to require medication, they
should remain at home. If, however, a child is well
enough to attend school but needs medication, then
prescribed medication will only be administered by CMC
staff if:
Doctor prescription medication
1. Written authorisation is received from the child’s
parent and the medication is provided in the original
pharmaceutical packaging with instructions. Please
complete the Student Medication Request Form
available from the College Reception.
Pharmacy over the counter medication
1. Written authorisation is received from the child’s
parent (letter).
2. The medication is supplied in its original container.
Treatment for long-term conditions such as asthma,
epilepsy, diabetes and mental health requires a medical
plan from the child’s medical practitioner or specialist
detailing the medical condition of the child and how the
condition is to be managed.

